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Notes & Comment 
Dictionary of New Zealand 
Biography 
W. H. Oliver (Editor, Dictionary of 
New Zealand Biography) writes: 
At least for the next six years, and 
probably for quite a few more, librar-
ians will find that they are getting 
requests for help from people as-
sociated with the Dictionary of New 
Zealand Biography. Some librarians 
are, in fact, already involved with the 
project. Many Working Parties, both 
regional and professional, include li-
brarians from public, university and 
other libraries; the National Librarian 
is represented on the DNZB Policy 
Commitcee by Mr J. E. Traue, Chief 
Librarian at the Turnbull. 
It is easy to see why this should be so 
- from the smallest local libraries co 
the major national collections, libraries 
are storehouses of hiswrical informa-
tion, and librarians are the people who 
know whac is in them. This brief note is 
a way of giving them some background 
mformation, and of chanking them for 
the help they have already given and, it 
is hoped, will continue to give. 
The publication of che Dictionary 
will begin in 1990. It is an official 
Sesquicencennial projccc, financed by 
the LoHery Fund Board and the De-
partment of Internal Affairs, and ser-
1•iced by that Department. We plan to 
publish two volumes in that year -
both covering the period from the late 
18th to the late 19th century. One will 
contain all entries for that period -
between 500 and 600 of them, ranging 
in lengch from 500 to 5000 words. The 
other will contain only Maori entries in 
the Maori language - these entries will 
also appear in English in the larger 
volume. Volumes to be published 
subsequently will cover the pre-contact 
period, and the period from the later 
19th century to about 1980. 
1 To gel to the publication of these two 
volumes in six years wiJI not be easy -
in both Australia and Canada it took 
longer to make a start, with a larger 
staff. The scope and nature of the 
project is nor always appreciated; 
sometimes even well-informed people 
assume that six years is plenty of time. 
And we get very tired of hearing the 
Dictionary referred to as the 'New 
Zealand Bibliography', and even, 
once, as the 'New Zealand Biology'. 
Librarians, of course, would know 
better. 
Without a great deal of voluntary 
help the task would be quite imposs-
ible. As many as twenty Working 
Parties are now in existence, most of 
them regional in scope, and others 
attending to special fields - religion, 
armed services and police, labour, 
science, the Pacific. This network is 
now in being, and has begun to work. 
We hope, through these groups, to give 
the Dictionary a broad social base. 
Close to 3000 forms have been dis-
tributed to Working Parties through 
which they can make nominations and 
supply essential data. In this way 
people with specialised knowledge will 
help to form the database from which a 
preliminary selection of names for 
successive volumes will be made, and 
supply information which will be 
checked and expanded by further 
research. 
At the same time, the preliminary 
steps have been taken to set up a Maori 
network; this should be in place next 
year. And before long we will be coping 
with another major historical problem: 
how to secure an adequate representa-
tion of women. For though a bio-
graphical dictionary must have an 
elitist character, we are determined not 
to be overwhelmed by politicians and 
runholdcrs. The important people will 
be there; but so too will be a number of 
representative figures, and as many as 
we can find of the colourful and the 
unusual. 
Of course, not all the nominations 
will find their way into the published 
volumes. But all names and informa-
tion will be stored, both on paper and 
on a computing system. Thus the 
database should evolve into a per-
manent biographical archive for re-
search. This is one way in which we 
hope to make some return for au the 
voluntary assistance we are receiving. 
Over the next few months DNZB 
searchers will become familiar figures 
in many libraries over the whole of 
New Zealand, as well as in museums 
and other places where books, news-
papers, and archives are kept. We will 
be graceful for the help librarians can 
give them - and we will also welcome 
ideas and information from librarians. 
Soon we will begin publishing a news-
letter; please write to the Secretary, 
DNZB, Internal Affairs, Private Bag, 
Wellington, for a copy. 
Bibliography of New Zealand 
music 
Dorothy Freed (President, 1.A.M.L. , 
N .Z. Branch) writes: 
Elsewhere in this issue will be found a 
review by Ross Harvey of Deborah 
Crisp's Bibliography of Australian Mu-
rie. This work, the first of its kind co 
appear in Australia, has interested che 
committee of the New Zealand Branch 
of the International Association of 
Music Libraries. The publication of a 
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similar bibliography about New Zea-
land music and musicians seems highly 
desirable, to complement the valuable 
work of the Archive of New Zealand 
Music at the Alexander Turnbull Li-
brary and to provide necessary in-
formation for the courses in New 
Zealand music now being taught in 
most universities. An eminently suit-
able compiler has offered his services to 
the Branch and the executive bas been 
successful in soliciting finance for the 
project from the Stout Trust, the 
Alexander Turnbull Library Endow-
ment Trust and the Trustees of the 
National Library. 
Librarians who know of existing 
collections of relevam material on Local 
music and musicians are asked to 
inform the Secretary, I.A.M.L. (N.Z. 
Branch), at the Archive of New Zea-
land Music, Alexander Turnbull Li-
brary, Wellington. 
A social science research 
information system 
J. E. Whitcombe (Secretary, Social 
Sciences Committee, National Re-
search Advisory Council) writes: 
The Social Sciences Committee of the 
National Research Advisory Council 
(NRAC) has been aware of the lack of a 
coherent system for listing and cata-
loguing New Zealand social science 
research . The Committee has pro-
moted the development of a New 
Zealand system which will bring to-
gether into one comprehensive collec-
tion publications, articles, research 
results and conference papers in the 
social sciences. 
A feasibility study was conducted for 
NRAC in 1982 and published in 1983. 
This suggested chat for reasons of cost 
and expediency it would be desirable to 
'piggy-back' a social science system to 
an existing system. The Social Sciences 
Committee decided that the DSIR's 
SIRIS system was the most compatible 
with the listing requirements of the 
social sciences. The DSIR, when ap-
proached, were agreeable to establish-
ing a sister file and offered to 'host' the 
system as their contribution. They 
could not, however, make any staff 
positions available. Government de-
partments who are likely to use the 
syscem have been approached to pro-
vide funding on a shared basis. 
A Technical Advisory Committee 
has been established to deal with such 
matters as defining what to include in 
the system and developing a classifica-
tion system. With the appointment (on 
contract) of staff to develop the system, 
input will proceed initially with 1984 
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material but retrospective listing will 
take place as soon as the current 
material has been dealt with. Contact 
with government departments' re-
search staff and librarians will ensure 
that user requirements are taken into 
account. Once access channels are 
established it is planned to include 
universities in the network and event-
ually all libraries on NZBN but this 
will take time. The installation of the 
Post Ofiice packet-switching network 
will enable registered users to have 
dial-in access anywhere in New Zea-
land on a relatively cheap basis. At the 
present time there are many matters co 
be resolved: access charges, manage-
ment of the system, frequency of hard 
copy production (annually at first) and 
the cost of this, registration of users, 
and responsibility for lhe preparation 
of material for inclusion. 
The National Research Advisory 
Council is satisfied that there is suf-
ficient interest and user demand to 
proceed with the establishment of the 
system and the position of Liaison 
Officer/Co-ordinator has been adver-
tised. It is expected that by mid-1985 
the information base wiJI be suffi-
ciently established to be available to 
registered users. 
Compilers as authors or editors? 
A note for cataloguers 
Kathy Boyes (School of Library Stud-
ies, Wellington Teachers College) 
writes: 
The term 'compiler' (or 'compiled by') 
is used by publishers to indicate three 
distinguishably different functions. 
Standard library science glossaries 
tend to provide definitions which ig-
nore this fact of publishing life and 
reflect instead a librarian's view of what 
a compiler should do. Even AACR2's 
definition of a 'compiler' (Glossary, 
p.565) does not really cover its own 
usage of lhe word as applied to authors 
of bibliographies in 21.lAL These 
persons do not 'select' and 'put to-
gether' 'macter from the works of var-
ious persons or bodies' (my italics). 
A much truer picture is provided by 
Webster's Dictionary, which indicates 
three basic meanings of the verb 'to 
compile': 
1. to collect and assemble (written 
material or items from various 
sources) inlo a document or vol-
ume ... 
2. obsolete: to comp0se as an original 
literary work. 
3. (a) : to put together (e.g. a word 
may be compiled from two 
sources or other words) . 
(b): to pile up: list, enumerate 
(e.g. to conwile 'a great 
majority of votes'). 
If we accept that usage 2 is obsolete, we 
could perhaps divide modern publish-
ers' usage of 'compiler' and ' compiled 
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by' into three categories, of which the 
first two, though resulting in AACR2 
in two diametrically opposed main 
entry rules, derive from Webster's first 
category. The third category derives 
from Webster's third. 
1. Compiler as editor. This case arises 
with works such as encyclopedias, 
dictionaries, collections, etc. , where 
the person named as compiler has 
'collected' but not reshaped macerial 
from various sources into a documenc 
or volume. Such a person chooses lhe 
material to be included and often 
writes an introduction, bm does not 
reshape the material so as to present a 
personal viewpoint. If the material has 
been published before, the work is 
what cechnically AACR2 defines as a 
'collection' ('two or more independent 
works or parts of works published 
together and noL written for the same 
occasion or for the publication in 
hand» Glossary, p.564). If the com-
pile~ has used other people as 'sources', 
gemng them to write new contribu-
tions for the work, then technically it is 
just a 'work produced under editorial 
direction'. In both these cases, AACR2 
prescribes main entry under title; the 
~ompiler' is treated as an editor, and 
given an added entry (rule 21.7). With 
encyclopedias and large dictionaries 
the situation can actually be more 
complex, as there may be a staff of 
people who perform function (2) be-
low, rewriting the material from var-
ious sources into short articles or 
e!1tries; and ,these people are respon-
s1hle to an overseer' (the compiler) 
who performs function ( 1), choosing 
these people to do the research and 
assigning them Qarticular subjects. 
The research staff are the 'authors', 
then, but as they work under the 
direction of an edilor, author main emry 
does not arise: AACR2 21.6A instructs 
liS not to apply the rules for shared 
responsibility to such works. Rule 21.7 
applies again, and the compiler is 
treated as the editor, with main encry 
under title. -
2. Compiler as author (histories, etc.). 
This second category also derives from 
Webster's first , as the compiler of works 
such as histories again bas 'collected' 
malerial from various sources into a 
documenc or volume; but this time the 
'compiler' has reshaped the material. 
The person who ' compiles' a history 
typically goes to many sources, wheth-
er primary (unpublished documents) 
or secondary (published items), takes 
what is relevant and reshapes it so as to 
express his or her own picture of the 
historical evem(s) . It is this reshaping 
or personal viewpoint which qualifies 
such a compiler for treatment as a 
personal author in AACR2, ' the person 
chiefly responsible for lhe creation of 
the intellectual ... content of the work' 
(21. lAl). AACR2 gives no indication 
that such a person may well be called a 
'compiler' on the chief source of in· 
formation. Rule 2l.4A applies: main 
entry under the compiler's name. 
3. Compiler as author ( biblio~apbies, 
etc.). AACR2 does cell us that 'compil· 
ers of bibliographies are the authors of 
chose bibliographies' (21. IAl) but, as 
we have seen, its definition of a coll\· 
piler does nothing to clarify the pointat 
issue. In fact compilers of bibliograph· 
ies fall into a wider category of persons 
named as compilers on their works: 
such persons have put together nia.t· 
erial into some sort of listing. Herelhe ' 
compiler's function is much closer t0 
that described in Webster's 3(a) and (b: 
than to the traditional library science 
definitions. The compiler of a bibJfo, ' 
graphy may well go to various printed 
sources but can hardly be said to ~ect 
matter from those works (apart, th.at is, 
from selecting encries from other blb· 
liographies) ; rather, the compiler will 1 
tend to choose the items to list b~ 
actually finding them as physicalitenif ~ 
and looking at their content. Because 
the final 'list' represents the compiler's 
personal choice (and therefore opin· 
ion), che work of a bibliographer~ 
deemed by AACR2 co be closer tQ that 
of the compiler of a history than to that , 
of t~e compiler of a collection) enttciO'· 
pedia, etc., even if the bibliogr,aphy 
does not include annotations. Agair., 
rule 2l.4A applies. It is important fo 
note thaL, although AACR2 gives no 
indication of this, bibliographies art 
not in fact the only representatives oi 1 
t~is ca~egory: many other works pub-
lished tn some systematic format com· 
parable to a list also refer to th.err 
aULhors as 'compilers'. When sucb a 
work is not produced under edito~ 
direction and does not fall within the 
scope of AACR2's definition of a 
collection, the cataloguer should tTea1 
the 'compiler' simply as an author. 
Although dictionaries and encyclu-
pedias were dted as examples in ca:· 
egory (1) above, it is important to not: 
that a person named as the 'compile!' 
of such a work may not necessarily 
have performed the function of an 
~ditor. It is quire possible (particularly 1 
l~ the: case of smaller bilingual dit· • 
tionanes or small encyclopedias) that a 
person so named may in fact have 
performed the function described ir. 
category 3 (or perhaps an amalgamof1 
and 3). That is, the 'compiler' ofsucha 
work may have organised the facts I 
presenled into a systematic list. Such 1 
facts may or may not have been gleaned 
from other sources (as in category 21. 
We cannot, then, simply look at the 1 
chief source of information of a die· 
tionary or encyclopedia and say, 'Itha.) 
a compiler, so main encry must be 
under title.' Instead, we must first; 
decide which of the three types o! 
'compiling' is actually involved. MoM 
'compilers' of dictionaries and encyclo-
pedias are in fact editors, but some are.' 
really authors. 
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